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Navigating the Divorce Process: A Step-by-Step Guide 
 
Divorce can be a challenging and emotional journey for everyone involved. Understanding the process and 
knowing what to expect can help ease some of the stress and uncertainty. The UK government has 
produced a comprehensive guide titled "Get a divorce: What happens after you apply," which provides 
valuable insights into the steps following a divorce application. Below, we outline the key stages of the 
divorce process and how this guide can assist you. 
 
Key Stages of the Divorce Process 
 

1. Eligibility and Application:  

• You must have been married for at least 12 months before applying for a divorce. 

• The application can be filed individually or jointly with your spouse, citing the irretrievable 
breakdown of the marriage. 

2. Acknowledgement of Service: 

• Once the application is submitted, your spouse will receive a copy and must respond within 
14 days. 

3. Conditional Order: 

• After a minimum period of 20 weeks, you can apply for a conditional order, which is a 
provisional decree of divorce. 

4. Final Order: 

• Following a six-week cooling-off period after the conditional order, you can apply for the 
final order, which legally ends the marriage. 

5. Financial and Child Arrangements: 

• It is advisable to resolve financial matters and child arrangements before applying for the 
final order. Mediation is encouraged to reach an amicable agreement. 

 
How the Guide Can Help 
 
The "Get a divorce: What happens after you apply" guide offers detailed information on each step of the 
process, including: 
 

• Practical Tips: Guidance on completing forms and understanding legal terminology. 
• Emotional Support: Advice on coping with the emotional aspects of divorce. 
• Resources: Links to additional support services and legal advice. 
•  

This guide is an invaluable resource for anyone navigating the complexities of divorce. It provides clarity 
and support, helping you make informed decisions during this difficult time. 
For more detailed information, you can access the guide here. 
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Divorce is never easy, but with the right information and support, you can navigate the process more 
smoothly. The government's guide is a helpful tool to assist you every step of the way. Remember, you are 
not alone, and there are resources available to support you through this transition. 
 

If you want advice on any matters relating to divorce, separation, children or financial remedies, you can 
contact Tayo Taylor at tayo.taylor@mhhplaw.com or on 020 3667 4783 
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